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G7 Future of the Seas and Oceans Working Group Workshop 
12-13 December 2017 

 

Summary Paper 
 

At the G7 Science Ministers’ Meeting in Italy, Ministers and Heads of Delegations welcomed 
“progress made by the Working Group and the recommendations put forward by the G7 Working 
Group’s technical experts” and mandated the Working Group to “meet before the end of 2017 to 
agree on action plans for the five action areas to ensure continued strong progress” (G7 Science 
Ministers’ Communiqué, September 2017). For this reason, the G7 Working Group (both the 
technical and political work-streams) convened a workshop in London on 12-13 December 2017 with 
the aim to: 
1. Review the recommendations for further action made by technical experts1 as well as other 

activities suggested during the Workshop and identify areas where action by G7 countries would 
add value to existing activities or fill gaps. 

2. Come to a consensus and agreement on future activities. This includes how and where the G7 
could align existing national and international activities and new actions and initiatives that build 
on the strengths of G7 countries. 

3. Discuss the mandate of the Working Group including its short and long term aims and eventual 
conclusion. In September, G7 Science Ministers and Heads of Delegations agreed that all G7 
Working Groups should understand what their end points looks like as they are not meant to 
continue indefinitely. The expectation is that this will be an ongoing discussion. 

This report summarises the discussions that took place at the workshop and sets out: recent G7 
activities and successes; a summary of potential actions for the five Action Areas to help steer 
activities over the next 12-18 months (as agreed at the workshop – many will be resource 
dependant); and, a long term vision for the Working Group.  
 

Recent G7 activities and successes: 
Between the G7 Science Ministers’ Meeting in Tsukuba (May 2016) and their meeting in Torino 
(September 2017), a significant range of work was undertaken at both the Working Group and 
national levels. An outline of the Working Group’s activities and successes can be found in the G7 
Science Ministers’ Communiqué and the Full Report. At the national level, G7 members have been 
equally busy. For example: 
 

 Canada established its largest ever marine conservation area – a vast stretch of pristine ocean 
known as the "Serengeti of the Arctic". They also launched the CAN$1.5 billion Oceans 
Protection Plan, the largest investment ever made to protect Canada’s coasts and waterways.  

 

 The European Commission recently published the Horizon 2020 Work Programme for 2018-
2020, which includes a Future of the Seas and Oceans Flagship. This is part of a call on blue 
growth that has an indicative budget of €72 million and is based on the aims and objectives of 
the G7 Working Group. 

 

 France has put in additional funding to enable an increase in its long-term contribution to Argo 
from 50 to 60-65 floats per year. 

 

 Germany is leading on the €63 million Multidisciplinary drifting Observatory for the Study of 
Arctic Climate (or MOSAiC) Project. The expedition will contribute to better understanding of the 
regional and global consequences of arctic climate change and sea-ice loss. The expedition will 
start in 2019. 

 

                                                           
1
 As included in the G7 Science Ministers’ Communiqué Annex (September 2017), the Full Report (September 2017) as well as the 2 and 5 

years action plans. Both the Annex and the Full Report provide a comprehensive overview of Working Group activities and successes 
between May 2016 and September 2017. 
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 Italy helped spearhead the 10X20 Initiative, which supports the achievement to conserve at least 
10% of world’s coastal and marine areas by 2020. 

 

 Japan has boosted investment in Argo, which has provided more support to the core Argo 
mission and led to an expansion in its contribution to Argo enhancements, including Deep Argo 
and BGC Argo. The Japan Science and Technology Agency (JST) and the UK’s Natural 
Environment Research Council (NERC) also announced a joint call, which has resulted in funding 
for three projects on marine sensors proof of concept. This collaboration is within the 
framework of the FY2017 Strategic International Collaborative Research Program (SICORP). 

 

 The UK Government announced £93 million of funding for robotics and artificial intelligence in 
extreme environments through the Industrial Strategy Challenge Fund. This included £4.3 million 
to develop sensors capable of working in the ocean’s extreme conditions. 

 

 In the US, the Integrated Ocean Observing System (IOOS) awarded over US$31 million to support 
ocean and coastal observation throughout the US, Caribbean and Pacific. The US is also leading 
the Atlantic Deep Water Observation Network (ADEON), which has been designed to generate 
multi-year measurements of the natural and human factors that describe the ecology and 
soundscape of the US east coast Outer Continental Shelf (OCS). The National Oceanographic 
Partnership Program announced up to $18.5 million in funding over five years for basic research, 
applied research and advanced technology development opportunities for the following three 
topics: 1) CubeSat Sensors for Investigating Littoral Ocean & Atmosphere Dynamics; 2) Improved 
& Routine Production, Stewardship and Application of the Group for High Resolution Sea Surface 
Temperature (GHRSST) Data; and 3) In-situ Ocean Sensor Research & Technology Development. 

 

Summary of actions for the five Action Areas, as agreed at the December 2017 workshop: 
After reflecting on G7 and national level activities and successes, the Working Group focused on 

refining and prioritising technical experts’ recommendations2, which are summarised in the tables 

below: 

Cross-cutting proposals (Actions 1-5) Estimated 
required 
resources 
per 
proposal
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Approximate 
completion 
date of 
specific 
proposal 

Coordination 
with existing 
work and/or 
international 
organisations 

To establish a Coordination Centre for ocean 
observation platforms that will interface with GOOS and 
be inter-linked with other G7 priority areas. This would 
aim to build upon and improve the coordination 
between existing programmes and help with observing 
the implementation of these where possible (e.g. pilots 
or planned expansion of observing systems). This could 
incorporate a staff/researcher exchange programme if a 
physical centre is established.  

TBC – 
depends on 
factors such 
as whether a 
physical or 
virtual 
centre is 
established
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Resourcing to 
be discussed 
in February 
2018. Could 
aim to have a 
Centre 
established 
before the 
end of 2018. 

This centre 
would liaise 
with and 
support GOOS 
whilst 
coordinating 
enhancements 
to G7 ocean 
observing. 

 
 
 
 

                                                           
2
 As included in the G7 Science Ministers’ Communiqué Annex (September 2017), the full report (September 2017) and the 2 and 5 year 

Action Plans. Unlike the Communiqué Annex and the Full Report, the 2 and 5 years Action Plans were not cleared by G7 Government 
Ministries but were used to assist discussions at the December 2017 workshop.  
3
 All amounts included in this document are approximations so a more detailed breakdown of costs would need to be developed if and 

when proposals are taken forward. 
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Action 1: Support the development of a global initiative for an enhanced, global, sustained sea and 
ocean observing system 

Proposals Estimated 
required 
resources per 
proposal 

Approximate 
completion 
date of specific 
proposal 

Coordination with 
existing work and/or 
international 
organisations 

Augmented Observatories 

Overarching aim of sub-group: To have a coordinated international network of 10-20 observatories 
(activities could feed into the Coordination Centre proposal on page 2) 

1. Establish a definitive list of 10-20 
observatories that are going to be 
involved. Assign a person at SZN in 
Naples to the role of technical 
coordination of these observatories. 

Approx. 
US$25k/year 
(equivalent to 
€20k) 
 

Within 6-12 
months  

This will be carried out 
in partnership with the 
GOOS Biology & 
Ecosystem (BioEco) 
Panel, European 
Multidisciplinary 
Seafloor and water 
column Observatory 
(EMSO), JPI Oceans and 
the Marine Biodiversity 
Observation Network 
(MBON). Could possibly 
include Time Series (TS) 
observing network – to 
ID time series that could 
be augmented 

2. Complete a pilot project in the Gulf of 
Naples, which will consist of 
augmenting coastal plankton long-term 
ecological research (LTER) with full 
genomic sampling.  

Approx. 
US$188k for 
the project 
(equivalent to 
€150k) 

Within 6-12 
months  

3. Organise a meeting/workshop on 
Augmented Observatories 

Approx. 
US$25k 
(equivalent to 
€20k) Italy has 
kindly offered 
to cover the 
baseline 

Within 12-18 
months 

BGC-Argo (possible Deep Argo too) 

Overarching aim of sub-group: To support the implementation of global coverage of ~1000 floats by 2023 
(activities could feed into the Coordination Centre proposal on page 2) 

4. Coordination at international level with 
Argo International and BGC Argo 
international. Proposed funding would 
cover: a BGC project office (likely part of 
the Coordination Centre); a website in 
relation to Argo international and 
GOOS; communication/outreach; and, a 
meeting with funding agencies.  

Approx. 
US$125k/year 
(equivalent to 
€100k) 
 

Ongoing GOOS, Argo 
International and BGC 
Argo international 

5. Review implementation status at the 
forthcoming International Argo steering 
Team meeting 

In-kind 
contributions 
of staff time 

Within 6-12 
months 
 

6. Develop and agree a long term 
deployment plan to achieve global 
coverage as well as an understanding of 
the contributions of G7 countries  

In-kind 
contributions 
of staff time 

Develop plan:  
Within 6-12 
months; 
OceanObs19 is 
in September 
2019 

Gliders 

Overarching aim of sub-group: To create an internationally recognized framework for sharing glider data and 
metadata in real time and in delayed mode (activities could feed into the Coordination Centre proposal on 
page 2) 

7. Preparation of papers for the 
OceanObs19 meeting (provides the 
opportunity to integrate glider based 
observations in regional and global 
observing strategies) 

In kind 
contributions 
of staff time 

Develop plan:  
Within 6-12 
months; 
OceanObs19 is 
in Sept 2019 
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8. Develop use of gliders in sustained 
observation programmes with glider 
operators in the UK, France, USA, 
Canada, and Germany, and 
international partners in coastal states. 
Global and regional observing systems. 

Approx. 
US$200k/year 
(equivalent to 
€160,170) 
is required for 
each summer 
observing 
program in 
polar waters 
and each year-
round 
program 
elsewhere  

Ongoing JCOMM 

Underway Data 

Overarching aim of sub-group: To ensure a standard suite of EOVs is being collected and make better use of 
data already collected by RVs and Vessels of Opportunity. To also increase the level of biological information 
collected (activities could feed into the Coordination Centre proposal on page 2) 

9. Review of G7 underway observing, data 
systems and data requirements for 
autonomous measurements from both 
dedicated research vessels and ships of 
opportunity and for the atmospheric, 
oceanic, biogeochemical, biological 
domains, identifying best practice for 
wider adoption to acquire data to 
assess ocean health and climate. 

Approx. 
US$125k 
(equivalent to 
€100k) for one 
year effort 
 

Ongoing Coordination with 
GOOS, GCOS, IODE, 
JCOMM, GO-SHIP, 
GOSUD, Research Vessel 
and Ship of Opportunity 
operators, SAMOS and 
R2R 
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10. Start upgrade of research vessels from 
G7 countries to routinely measure core 
near-surface EOVs/ECVs (air 
temperature, humidity, wind speed and 
direction, pressure, SST, surface heat 
fluxes, PAR (Photosynthetically active 
radiation), chlorophyll, salinity, oceanic 
pCO2 and O2). 

Physics – 
Approx. 
US$172k per 
ship (2x 
sensors & 
data 
management)  
pCO2, 
chemistry and 
biology –  
Approx. 
US$428k-
US$714k per 
ship  (1x 
sensors & 
data 
management) 

Approx. costs 
based on 4 
years purchase, 
installation, 
calibration, 
operation, data 
management 
and quality 
evaluation. US 
RVs already run 
at this level, 
other countries 
likely to need 
upgrades. 

Sensors 

Overarching aim of sub-group: Ensure new sensors are coordinated with respect to data standards so that 
incoming data can be used for global assessments (activities could feed into the Coordination Centre 
proposal on page 2) 

11. Encourage those developing/testing 
new sensors for potentially new EOVs to 
work with GOOS, JCOMM, and others to 
track and coordinate development 
progress from through their pilot phase. 
Ensure new sensors (and new 

TBC Ongoing AtlantOS, GOOS, GEO 
Blue Planet, OGC, IEEE, 

GEOTRACES,  BGC Argo, 
EGO, Oceansites, OOI,  
JPI Oceans, GEOTRACES, 

                                                           
5
 SAMOS and R2R Programs currently provide an integrated surface physics system for US ships measuring surface physics in support and 

weather and climate observations. Japan and the US already run large ship of opportunity programs for surface water carbon dioxide and 
fluxes. 
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platforms) are coordinated with respect 
to data standards.   

JCOMM, SOCAT, ICOS, 
TPOS2020, GEO 
BON/MBON, OTN, GON,  12. Share guidance and best practice in 

technology development. 
In-kind Ongoing 

13. Promoting the development of new 
sensors (e.g. for plastics) that might 
address new EOVs 

 Ongoing 

Research Vessels 

Overarching aim of sub-group: Enhance coordination and support to other ocean observation platforms  
(activities could feed into the Coordination Centre proposal on page 2) 

14. Coordination of activities to ensure: the 
future maintenance of capacity; and, 
support for other platforms (e.g. MAS) 
for deployment, recovery & calibration.  

TBC Ongoing  

15. Promote exchange of berths and GO-
SHIPS. 

TBC Ongoing  

 
Action 2: Support an enhanced system of ocean assessment through the UN Regular Process for 
global reporting and assessment of the state of the marine environment 

Proposals Estimated 
required 
resources per 
proposal  

Approximate 
completion 
date of specific 
proposal 

Coordination with 
existing work and/or 
international 
organisations 

1. Send any comments on the Elements 
for Discussion document 

In-kind Within 6 
months: Dec ’17 

G7 Regular Process (RP) 
representative co-leads 

2. Ensure there is a developed country co-
chair of the Ad Hoc Working Group of 
the Whole in place by Feb 2018 

In-kind Within 6 
months: Feb’18 

G7 RP representative co-
leads 

3. Relay name of National Focal Point 
(NFP) to UN DOALOS via UN Mission if 
it has not already been done 

In-kind Within 6 
months: Feb’18 

G7 RP representative co-
leads 

4. Establish an email correspondence 
group to advance G7 coordination 

In-kind Within 6 
months: Feb’18 

G7 RP representative co-
leads 

5. Nominate experts to the Pool of 
Experts, to include socioeconomic 
experts 

5 days per 
country 

Within 6 
months: NFPs 
receive 
invitation in 
January and 
nominate 
experts by April 
2018 

UN RP 5 regional groups  
 

6. Consider hosting or financially 
supporting regional workshops in N. 
Atlantic, S. Atlantic, Caribbean and N. 
Pacific. Host to relay the proposal to 
DOALOS asap after March 2018 

1 workshop – 
10 days 

Within 6-12 
months 

UN RP 5 regional groups  
UN RP Secretariat  

7. Help identify peer reviewers from 
within the Pool of Experts (PoE), or add 
to the PoE if necessary 

5 days per 
country 

Within 6-12 
months 

UN RP 5 regional groups  

8. Develop short document noting G7 
Science Ministers’ support of RP, 
summary of first WOA, invitation to be 
involved in the second WOA, and 
information regarding the expected life 
cycle of the RP post 2020.  Document to 

In-kind Within 6-12 
months 

G7 RP representative co-
leads 
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be used to raise profile within 
respective countries 

9. G7 representatives should look to fund 
and/or host WOA regional workshops 
and meetings of the WOA writing team. 

Approx. 
US$300K per 
workshop 

Within 6-12 
months 

UN RP 5 regional groups  
UN RP Secretariat 

10. Work together to raise profile of the RP  
and second WOA 

In-kind Within 12-18 
months 

UN RP 5 regional groups  
G7 RP representative co-
leads 

11. Consider how UN SDG reporting will 
relate to the second WOA and support 
alignment. Activities could feed into the 
Coordination Centre proposal on p.2 

In-kind Within 12-18 
months 

UN RP 5 regional groups  
G7 RP representative co-
leads  

12. Consider how to support info-graphic 
needs for second WOA, including 
potentially funding designers 
Activities could feed into the 
Coordination Centre proposal on p.2 

In-kind Within 12-18 
months 

UN RP 5 regional groups  
G7 RP representative co-
leads 

13. Prepare for second WOA review by 
States in early 2020 (which would be as 
part of the official review process) 
Activities could feed into the 
Coordination Centre proposal on p.2 

In-kind July 2020 UN RP 5 regional groups  
G7 RP representative co-
leads 

 
Action 3: Promote the improvement of global data sharing infrastructure to address the challenges 
of physical, chemical and biological data 

Proposals Estimated 
required 
resources per 
proposal  

Approximate 
completion date of 
specific proposal 

Coordination with 
existing work and/or 
international 
organisations 

Work with Action 1 networks and try to solve/improve data management issues  
(activities could feed into the Coordination Centre proposal on page 2) 

1. Identify a G7 contact data point for all 
action 1 networks 

In-kind Within 6-12 
months 

 

2. Generate list of national and 
international data repositories for the 
different platforms in Action 1 (plus 
animal telemetry and satellites) 

In-kind Within 6-12 
months  

Data centres worldwide 

3. Start a pilot project for glider real 
time / delayed mode data 
management (each G7 country to 
contribute its knowledge/expertise) 

~€150k 
(coordination 
and data 
scientist) 

Within 6-12 
months  

JCOMMOPS, GOOS 

4. Similar project for real time RV data ~€150k 
(coordination 
and data 
scientist) 

Within 12-18 
months 

GO-SHIP 

Data Standards (activities would feed into the Coordination Centre proposal on page 2) 

5. Build on Ocean Data Interoperability 
Platform (ODIP) project or similar and 
analyse how this can contribute to 
the development of common data 
standards and best practices 

In-kind Within 6-12 
months 

ODIP and the 
International 
Oceanographic Data and 
Information Exchange 
(IODE)  

6. Work towards a sustained ODIP or 
similar coordination body that 
includes all G7 countries    

In-kind Within 6-12 
months 

Ocean Data 
Interoperability Platform 
(ODIP) 
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7. G7 data management workshop €30k  Within 6-12 
months 

Organised with the 
Ocean Data 
Interoperability Platform 
(ODIP), IODE and other 
relevant data 
management centres 

Blue cloud approaches (activities would feed into the Coordination Centre proposal on page 2) 

8. Sharing of experience between G7 
nations (e.g. Blue EOSC, Copernicus 
DIAS, similar initiatives in Japan or 
North America to be included). 
Information to be provided by G7 
action 3 contact points 

In-kind Within 6-12 
months 

AtlantOS 

Demonstration projects (activities would feed into the Coordination Centre proposal on page 2) 

9. Identify projects, activities and 
initiatives in G7 countries (Copernicus 
Marine, IOOS/US, Canada and Japan 
as well as utilising links with action 1 
networks) 

In-kind Within 6-12 
months 

GEOSS/Blue Planet, 
GEOTRACES, IOC/IODE, 
JCOMMOPS, 
ARGO/EuroArgo 

10. Work with action 2 to help meet 
information requirements for ocean 
assessments 

In-kind For duration of 
WOA-2 cycle; 
utilising GODAE 
OceanView and 
2018 & 2019 
events/symposium  

 
Action 4: Strengthen collaborative approaches to encourage the development of regional observing 
capabilities and knowledge networks 

Proposals Estimated 
required 
resources per 
proposal  

Approximate 
completion date of 
specific proposal 

Coordination with 
existing work and/or 
international 
organisations 

1. Hold a workshop to do a G7 gap-
analysis (what coastal observations 
are made, where, for what purpose 
etc.). Output could include a heat 
map for scientists and policy makers 
(activities could feed into the 
Coordination Centre proposal on p.2) 

Approx. 
US$18.5k 
(equivalent to 
€15k) 

Within 6-12 
months 

IOC, JCOMM, GOOS 
Regional Alliances, 
EuroGOOS, AtlantOS, 
GEO/GEOSS, 
COPERNICUS 

2. Two preparatory workshops to: 
identify user needs and observing 
system approaches; review baseline 
data requirements in developing 
countries; and, build on existing 
systems. Participants would be from 
G7 and partner countries (activities 
could feed into the Coordination 
Centre proposal on p.2) 

In-kind. Approx. 
US$125k 
(~€100k) for 
travel, incl. for 
developing 
country 
attendees 

Workshop 1 –  
Within 6-12 
months; 
Workshop 2 –  
Within 12-18 
months 

IOC, JCOMM, GOOS 
Regional Alliances, 
EuroGOOS, AtlantOS, 
GEO/GEOSS, 
COPERNICUS 

3. Identify and engage international 
affiliations/sponsors/partnerships. 
Gain provisional commitments for 
support including co-funding 
(activities could feed into the 
Coordination Centre proposal on p.2) 

In-kind Ongoing IOC, GOOS GRAs, 
GODAE Ocean View, 
WBG, Foundations, 
POGO, EC and NGOs 

4. Conduct the GEOSS-AP (AOGEOSS) 
working group of “Ocean and 

US$15K/year Annual basis MEXT/Japan, 
VAST/Vietnam  
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Society” to improve capability of 
ocean data exchanges among Asia-
Oceania region to support the CD 
activities of Blue Planet Initiative 
(activities could feed into the 
Coordination Centre proposal on p.2) 

SEA-GOOS and NEAR-
GOOS, GEO 

5. Three to six demonstrator project 
development workshops to identify 
and co-develop project ideas with 
developing countries (activities could 
feed into the Coordination Centre 
proposal on page 2) 

Approx. 
US$185k 
(~€150k total) 

Within 12-18 
months 

IOC, GOOS, POGO, 
JCOMM, JPI Oceans, 
European Commission, 
GEO, GEO Blue Planet 

6. International Symposium on Coastal 
Ocean Observing (covering observing 
system requirements, best practices, 
tools and technologies for coastal 
management issues). This would help 
direct the co-design and delivery of 
demonstration projects (activities 
could feed into the Coordination 
Centre proposal on page 2) 

Approx. 
US$308k 
(~€250k total) 

Within 12-18 
months 

IOC, GOOS, POGO, 
JCOMM, JPI Oceans, 
European Commission, 
GEO, GEO Blue Planet 

7. Open call for the co-design, 
implementation, delivery and 
demonstration of sustainability of 3-
5 demonstration projects at specific 
sites. Participation from G7 and 
developing countries  

Approx. 
US$2.5mn 
(~€2mn/year for 
up to 5 
demonstrator 
projects 

2020-2022 IOC, GOOS, POGO, 
JCOMM, JPI Oceans, 
European Commission, 
GEO, GEO Blue Planet 

8. Skills and region-specific training in 
support of particular observational 
challenges (including Fellowships 
linked to demonstration projects) 

Approx. 
US$2.5mn 
(~€1.95mn/year)  

2020-2022 Synergise with existing 
programs (e.g. UNDP, 
POGO) and funding 
mechanisms 

9. Technology brokering and transfer 
activity to promote the use of 
existing tech and the development of 
affordable robust sensors for and 
within developing countries (would 
include Fellowships, PhDs, exchange 
visits, and lab partnerships). 

Approx. 
US$936k 
(~€750k total) 

2021-2022 G7 Action 1 plus 
international bodies 
and agencies, leading 
companies 

 
Action 5: Promote increased G7 political cooperation by identifying additional actions needed to 
enhance future routine ocean observations 

Proposals Estimated 
required 
resources per 
proposal  

Approximate 
completion date of 
specific proposal 

Coordination with 
existing work and/or 
international 
organisations 

1. UK to contact G7 Governments to 
discuss UK’s intended approach to the 
use UNCLOS Part XIII Article ART 247 
to support the delivery of the G7 WG 
objectives. 

In-kind Within 6 months  

2. Co-leads of Actions 1-4 to provide the 
Action 5 leads with a list of legal and 
policy constraints encountered to 
date in their respective action areas. 
Leads should also flag areas where 
clarification of the legal and policy 

In-kind Within 6 months  
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issues might be required (activities 
could feed into the Coordination 
Centre proposal on page 2) 

3. G7 members (via Action 5 leads) to 
share their Blue Growth strategies or 
equivalent. These will inform the 
evidence base to support economic 
policy aspects of Action 5 activities. 

In-kind Within 6-12 months  

4. Action 5 leads to work on a draft 
common agreed language to support 
the forthcoming IOC Decade of the 
Ocean. Output, once completed, will 
be put forward for amendment and 
approval by G7 Science Ministries. 
Agreed text can then be used by 
Governments to raise the profile of 
the Decade of the Ocean. 

In-kind Within 6-12 months UNESCO-IOC, GOOS, G7 
WG members to discuss 
this interaction with 
their IOC Delegation 

5. Action 5 leads to work on a draft 
common agreed language when 
commenting on the undertaking of  
marine scientific research and ocean 
observation on the High Seas 

In-kind Within 6-12 months  

6. IOC GA Decision IOC XXIX/6.1.1 – The 
Evolving Capabilities of Argo Profiling 
Float Network: Action Area leads to 
discuss a common approach to any 
matters arising from the IOC paper 
(published December 2017) to better 
inform G7 States input going forward. 

In-kind IOC Executive 
Council Meeting – 
July 2018 
 
IOC General 
Assembly in 2019 

UNESCO-IOC, GOOS, G7 
WG members to discuss 
this interaction with 
their IOC Delegation 

7. G7 States (via Action 5 leads) to share 
information on current legal and 
policy as applied to the state of the 
art space based marine observations 
and use by marine science and 
consider the opportunity to create a 
Network of Excellence on this subject 
(activities could feed into the 
Coordination Centre proposal on p.2) 

In-kind Within 6-12 months  

 
Workshop conclusion and immediate next steps: 

 The Working Group agreed that most of the recommendations put forward by technical experts 
in their 2 and 5 years Action Plans were still valid and that only slight amendments were needed.  

 There was support from the group for the Action Areas 1-4 to identify areas that Action Area 5 
should address, rather than have Action 5 Area leads identify the actions themselves, and view 
Action Area 5 as a long-term aim. 

 The Working Group also agreed that there could be value in establishing a coordination centre 
for activities across all five action areas, which would liaise closely with GOOS. 

 At the workshop, Action Area co-leads were tasked by the Working Group to report back on: 
o More refined recommendations that reflected feedback from the workshop; and, 
o Ideas for the potential scope of the proposed coordination centre.  

 The Working Group coordinators (UK) agreed to: 
o Compile and circulate a ‘Coordination Centre’ proposals paper to G7 Governments for 

their consideration, which would outline the range of options available (February 2018); 
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o Compile and circulate the workshop summary document to the wider G7 Working Group 
(February 2018); and, 

o Organise a virtual meeting with G7 Governments to discuss resourcing Working Group 
activities. The outcome of these discussions would be relayed to the wider Working Group 
(February 2018).  

 
Long term vision for the Working Group: 
Although much of the workshop’s discussions focussed on activities over the next 12-18 months, the 
Working Group did also start to formally consider its long-term aims and objectives. A few ideas that 
were shared at the workshop, included: 

 The G7 Working Group focuses on kick-starting activities and building momentum to enable a 
step-change to take place in the long-term. The G7 could achieve this by getting more of the 
wider international community involved in Working Group activities going forward, including 
international organisations and non-G7 countries.  

 It is through these partnerships that the G7 Working Group could explore options for formerly 
handing activities over and/or continuing them in other capacities, if appropriate. This could 
help ensure the Working Group’s legacy continues in the long-term. 

 The G7 Working Group creates a timeline to help maintain momentum and ensure milestones 
are identified and reached (e.g. international meetings/events). This could make it easier to 
decide if and when the Working Group continues, hand overs and/or stops activities. 

 The G7 Working Group considers what impact it would like to have, which could inform short 
term actions and its long-term vision.  

 
We will explore options for organising another Working Group workshop in 12 months’ time (before 

the end of 2018) so that we can: stocktake on activities to date; continue the discussion around the 

long-term vision of the Working Group; and, maintain momentum going forward.  


